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Cultural appropriation and rewriting of Mulan’s poetry in The Woman Warrior

Wei Su
School of Foreign Languages, Anshan Normal University, Anshan, Liaoning

[ Abstract] Through analyzing the use of the folk story of ancient Chinese Mulan by Chinese American writer
Maxine Hong Kingston in The Woman Warrior, it is found that she used techniques such as addition, deletion,
displacement, and rewriting to make significant changes to the original characters and plot. Therefore, her story is
not a pure Chinese story that is loyal to Chinese cultural morality and spiritual values, nor is it a complete recognition
of Chinese culture. On the contrary, the author portrays a Chinese American female hero with a distinct Western
feminist consciousness. The new version of Mulan is both a Chinese myth and an American story, and its deep
semantic structure differs greatly from the traditional Chinese version of Mulan. Maxine Hong Kingston has created
a new image of Chinese women who are rich in the spirit of the times, ambitious, and independent.
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The Ballad of Mulan

Anonymous

Sniffle sniffle, sigh sniffle sniffle.
Fa Mulan sniffles like her loom.
Do not ask how the shuttle shifts.
Do ask why a girl cries herself sick.
Ask her: does she pine.

Ask her: does she yearn.

No, this girl does not pine.
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No, this girl does not yearn. our estate.
Last night I saw the battle rolls Big Sister hears I’'m coming.
For the Khan’s great army. By the door, she rouges her face.
The Roll Book runs twelve rolls. Big Little Brother hears I'm home.
Roll after roll lists my father’s name. He grinds his knife sharp sharp to go for a pig and
Father has no grown sons. a sheep.
Mulan has no older brother. Open my east chamber door.
So, I’ll buy a horse and saddle Sit on my west chamber bed.
And ride for the family in father’s place. Off with the battledress of recent times.
East Market: buy a good horse. On with the gowns of old times.
West Market: buy a saddle and blanket. By the window fix my hair in “cloudy tresses.”
South Market: buy bridles and reins. Gaze in the mirror and fix the combs.
North Market: buy a long whip. Outside there’s my ally in battle.
Dawn: So long Dad and Mom. My ally is agog.
Sundown: Camp by the Yellow River. Shoulder to shoulder through twelve years of
Don’t ask this girl to hear Dad and Mom calling her war...
name. He never knew I was a girl.

Do ask her to hear the coursing Yellow River gush
and tinkle.

Dawn: Leave the Yellow River.

Sunset: The peaks of the Black Mountains.

Don’t ask her to hear her parents wailing her name.

Do ask her to hear the Tartar horses whinny

On Swallow Mountain and blow chuff chuff.

Thousands of miles of war; battles all the way.

Over borders and mountains like birds we fly.

Tight northern air drums the watch.

The gaze of winter dawn flashes on chain mail.

My generals of a hundred battles: dead.

My soldiers, after ten years of war, hit the road
home.

On the road home: An audience with the Emperor.

The Son of Heaven sits in his Hall of Light.

You valor fills twelve books.

Your reward amounts to a hundred thousand cash.

Now what does the girl want for herself?”

“Muklan has no use for any high court post.

Loan me the famous Thousand Li Camel to carry
me home.”

Dad and Mom hear I’'m coming.

They meet me outside the walls and escort me onto
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The he rabbit tucks his feet under to sit.

The she rabbit dims her shiny eyes.

Two rabbits running side by side.

Who can see which is the he and which the she?
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