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Peer comparison leads to more private information disclosure by social media users?

——Findings from behavioral experiments

Zhentian Zhao, Jin Tan, Xinye v
School of Public Affairs and Administration, University of Electronic Science and Technology of Chengdu

[ Abstract] Existing studies rely on the rational behavior theory to explain privacy information disclosure
behavior, ignoring the heuristic influence of social comparison on it. Therefore, it is of great significance to explore
the mechanism of social comparison on privacy information disclosure behavior. Based on social comparison
theory and risk sensitivity theory, this paper discusses the mechanism of upward social comparison on social media
users' privacy information disclosure behavior. An experiment was designed to recruit 200 college students as
subjects to evaluate the main effect, and the mediating effect of jealousy and perceived needs. It is found that:
first,upward social comparison can induce individual jealousy and perceived needs; Jealousy will promote the
increase of perceived needs. (2) Jealousy and perceived needs have a mediating effect between upward social
comparison and privacy information disclosure behavior, and perceived needs plays a mediating role between
jealousy and privacy information disclosure behavior.

[ Keywords] social comparison; privacy information disclosure behavior; jealousy; perceived needs
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